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CMS Scraps Contracts To Upgrade Online 
Medicare system And Hands 

Over Control To DOGE, Agency Says
By: Noha Tong as seen in Fierce Healthcare

Contractors working to modernize a provider enrollment system have been shown the 
door, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) announced.

Instead, CMS will work with the highly influential advisory group Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency (DOGE) to complete a system overhaul that will be far less costly and 
time-consuming, the agency said.

“Two contractors spent nine years and $200M working on a modern provider enrollment 
system at CMS,” the agency said in an X post. “After 14 missed deadlines, zero usable out-
put was produced. CMS has now cancelled these two contracts (saving $17.8M annually), 
has hired multiple software engineers, and, working with DOGE, are accelerating this 
project.”

As of March 12, DOGE’s wall of receipts highlighting terminated contracts did not include 
the contracts mentioned by CMS in the post. The website was last updated March 11 and 
is supposed to be refreshed weekly.

The online Medicare enrollment system PECOS, or Provider Enrollment, Chain and Own-
ership System, is likely the system targeted by DOGE in this instance, Fierce Healthcare 
has learned. PECOS was established as the central electronic system to process pay-
ments for every physician accepting Medicare and indicates whether providers are eli-
gible to be paid out in Medicare

CMS has long promised to modernize the system, which frustrates providers and com-
panies in the space, by implementing PECOS 
2.0.  Read More Here... 

https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/cms-scraps-contracts-upgrade-online-medicare-system-hands-over-control-doge?utm_medium=email&utm_source=nl&utm_campaign=HC-NL-FierceHealthcare&_bhlid=57fdf07217fcbaee418a355b1ecac2f32a6ca2ec
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Aetna Alleges Conspiracy Among 
Generic Pharmaceutical Manufacturers

Thanks To Our Sponsors

Click on the logos to learn more

By Thomas Sullivan, as seen in Policy & Medicine

More than 31 million Americans borrowed money last year to pay for health care, a new 
survey found.

Those Americans borrowed about $74 billion, despite most of them have some form of 
health insurance, the West Health-Gallup survey found.

Most of the borrowers were ages 18-29, 30-39 and 40-49. Just two percent of Americans 
who borrowed were over 65 years old.

“Too many Americans are racking up medical debt whether they have health insur-
ance or not,” Tim Lash, West Health Policy Center president, said in a statement. “A 
high-priced healthcare system that requires Americans to take out loans or make pain-
ful tradeoffs just to stay healthy is in desperate need of policy reform or things will get 
even worse.”

The survey found that Black and Hispanic Americans were “significantly” more likely to 
have borrowed than white adults.

Twenty-three percent of Black respondents said they borrowed for health care over the 
last year, while 16 percent of Hispanic adults borrowed. Just 9 percent of white adults 
borrowed funds for healthcare.
Read More Here... 

https://www.policymed.com/2025/03/aetna-alleges-conspiracy-among-generic-pharmaceutical-manufacturers.html?utm_source=feedblitz&utm_medium=FeedBlitzRss&utm_campaign=policymed&_bhlid=c8489768c8d4ca961b28e7ac82e098b6c76d9602
https://allstatehealth.com/
https://my.searchandsave.org/
https://www.warnerpacific.com/
https://www.modahealth.com/
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Trump Administration Proposes ACA 
Program Integrity Rule That Would 

Decimate Enrollment
By: Rebecca Pifer, As seen in Healthcaredive

The rule is like “making people crawl through broken glass” for health insur-
ance, one expert said. 

Dive Brief:
New Trump administration policies meant to tackle fraud and abuse in Af-
fordable Care Act plans would make it significantly harder for Americans to 
enroll in the coverage, experts say.

On Monday, the CMS proposed a rule that would require ACA enrollees to 
provide more information to prove they’re eligible for subsidies and special 
enrollment periods, and charge people automatically re-enrolled in subsi-
dized coverage a monthly premium until they confirm their eligibility.

The rule would also shorten the annual open enrollment period for ACA 
plans by one month, and reduce opportunities for people with very low 
incomes to sign up for coverage. Between 750,000 and 2 million people will 
lose ACA coverage if the regulation is implemented as proposed, the CMS 
estimates.  Read More Here...

https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/trump-affordable-care-act-proposed-rule-fraud-abuse-enrollment/742119/?utm_source=dailyinsurancereport.beehiiv.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily-industry-report-march-13&_bhlid=9ffbf12865f4fc6d91be2230eb2b6d6fa770f8cc
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Thought Inflation Was Bad? 
Health Insurance Premiums Are 

Rising Even Faster
By: Phillip Reese, As Seen In KFF Healthnews

Kirk Vartan pays more than $2,000 a month for a high-deductible health insurance plan 
from Blue Shield on Covered California, the state's Affordable Care Act marketplace. He 
could have selected a cheaper plan from a different provider, but he wanted one that 
includes his wife's doctor.

"It's for the two of us, and we're not sick," said Vartan, general manager at A Slice of New 
York pizza shops in the Bay Area cities of San Jose and Sunnyvale. "It's ridiculous."

Vartan, who is in his late 50s, is one of millions of Californians struggling to keep up with 
health insurance premiums ballooning faster than inflation.

Average monthly premiums for families with employer-provided health coverage in 
California's private sector nearly doubled over the last 15 years, from just over $1,000 in 
2008 to almost $2,000 in 2023, a KFF Health News analysis of federal data shows. That's 
more than twice the rate of inflation. Also, employees have had to absorb a growing 
share of the cost. 
Read More Here...

https://www.healthleadersmedia.com/payer/thought-inflation-was-bad-health-insurance-premiums-are-rising-even-faster?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=hlm-briefing&_bhlid=101f38928f4891614010c88cbefb3974f085da15
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Trump Proposes Cutting ACA Enrollment 
Period, Ending ‘Dreamer’ Coverage

By: Nathaniel Weixel, As seen in Tje Hill

The Trump administration is proposing to shorten ObamaCare’s annual open enrollment 
period by a month, a move the administration said is aimed at helping consumers pick 
the right plan.

According to a proposed rule released Monday, open enrollment would run from Nov. 1 
through Dec. 15, instead of through Jan. 15.

“This proposal aims to reduce consumer confusion, streamline the enrollment process, 
align more closely with open enrollment dates for many employer-based health plans, 
encourage continuous coverage, and reduce the risk of adverse selection from consum-
ers who otherwise may wait to enroll until they need health care services,” the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) said in a fact sheet.

The sweeping rule gives a glimpse of how the Trump administration will handle the sig-
nature health law.

The move mirrors one made during President Trump’s first term, when he shortened 
open enrollment to seven weeks. He also slashed funding for advertising and outreach 
and allowed “skimpy” short-term plans on the market after he tried and failed to repeal 
the law. Open enrollment numbers dropped significantly.

Under former President Biden, there were a record number of people enrolling in Af-
fordable Care Act plans. Last year, 24 million people chose plans during the most recent 
open enrollment period, mainly due to expanded tax credits that made plans available 
to people for little or no monthly premiums.
Read More Here... 

https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5186793-trump-administration-affordable-care-act-enrollment-coverage/?utm_source=dailyinsurancereport.beehiiv.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily-industry-report-march-12&_bhlid=bd4ab30160e7764245ff06bf74a6661648ba8b31
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Another Reprieve? Proposed Budget 
Bill Includes Telehealth, HaH Extensions

By: Eric Wicklund, As seen in Healthleaders

A continuing resolution now before Congress would extend pandemic-era 
telehealth and Hospital at Home waivers for six months. 

The up-and-down battle over Medicare telehealth and Hospital at Home 
waivers is on the upswing again, as a proposed bill to fund the government 
through September includes extensions for both.

But in typical good news-bad news fashion, those proposed extensions 
would only run to September, leaving health systems and hospitals wonder-
ing whether to keep those programs going or shut them down.

According to the American Telemedicine Association (ATA) and several oth-
ers, the proposed Continuing Resolution unveiled on March 8 keeps in place 
pandemic-era waivers on key telehealth coverage and the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services’ (CMS) Acute Hospital Care at Home (AHCAH) pro-
gram through September 30. Advocates say this would give Congress more 
time to negotiate a long-term deal, such as a five-year extension supported 
by the ATA and others.
Read More Here...

https://www.healthleadersmedia.com/innovation/another-reprieve-proposed-budget-bill-includes-telehealth-hah-extensions?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=hlm-briefing&_bhlid=4b0e60e28beb3b8bcc3c75737fa08a22c8d6bfd1
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The One-Of-A-Kind Cottage Farms In Texas 
Serves Up Fresh Homemade Pie To Die For

By: Katie Lawrence, As Seen in Only In Texas

If your sweet tooth is half as big as mine, you can’t pass up the chance to visit Cottage 
Farms in Sumner. One of the best farm bakeries in Texas, this family-run farm and cafe 
offers all sorts of delicious treats, including the most incredible homemade pies you’ll 
ever have. The setting is idyllic, the treats are mouthwatering, and the owners are sweet 
as can be.

Located just outside of Paris in the tiny town of Sumner, Cottage Farms is a family farm 
with an on-site bakery and cafe. Johnny and Yolanda Harder and their three kids are al-
ways thrilled when folks stop by for lunch or a freshly-baked sweet treat.
Read More Here...

This Texas Dining Experience Has Been Called 
One Of Ohe Best Restaurants In The u.s.

By: Katie Lawrence, As Seen in Only In Texas

As a lifelong Southeast Texas resident, Southern cuisine has a special place in my heart. 
I have fond and vivid memories of spending every Thanksgiving at my aunt’s house, the 
aromas of stuffing and fresh-baked pies buried in my subconscious, ready to be pulled 
to the surface any time my soul could use a little dose of warmth. When memories aren’t 
enough, I can always count on Gatlin’s Fins & Feathers in Houston to deliver those same 
cozy feelings. Not only one of the best restaurants in Texas, but in all of America, Gatlin’s 
serves up elevated soul food that’s comparable, if not - dare I say, better - than the meals 
I enjoyed in childhood.

Upon entering the restaurant, you’ll feel right at home in the elegant, yet friendly atmo-
sphere. It’s upscale without being stuffy, with mahogany chairs, old newspaper adver-
tisement clippings for tablecloths, and the nicest waitstaff you’ll ever meet. To me, Gat-
lin’s has a very New Orleans vibe, and I can’t get enough.
Read More Here...

The Off-The-Beaten-Path Restaurant In 
Texas That Is Worth The Day Trip

By: Katie Lawrence, As Seen in Only In Texas

I’ve never been very good at multitasking, but the same can’t be said about The Sentinel. 
In fact, this nondescript, white adobe building in the quirky West Texas town of Marfa 
wears more hats than I ever thought possible of a single business. Not only a restaurant, 
coffee shop, bar, and event venue, The Sentinel is also home to two local newspapers 
— The Big Bend Sentinel and Presidio International, so visitors can feel proud knowing 
every cup of coffee or locally-inspired meal they purchase is supporting independent 
journalism.

The interior of the restaurant gives off a vibe somewhere between Bohemian and South-
western, and it couldn’t fit in more perfectly with the surrounding desert landscape. 
You’ll see a sizable collection of ceramics and other one-of-a-kind items displayed in one 
section of the shop, and fancy coffee machines and an impressive liquor collection can 
be seen behind the counter.
Read More Here...

`

https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5186793-trump-administration-affordable-care-act-enrollment-coverage/?utm_source=dailyinsurancereport.beehiiv.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily-industry-report-march-12&_bhlid=bd4ab30160e7764245ff06bf74a6661648ba8b31
https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/food/texas/day-trip-worthy-restaurant-tx?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_source=texas&lctg=663c992387a0487edfe0cb11&y=c3b5c87aaf9850dc636dc415508e7e4fa65c92d419e1225f6552c8d31c0da2bc&z=212bf4cf7d97f21d0dfdc8fad07afe8fe2041ecc
https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/food/texas/day-trip-worthy-restaurant-tx?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_source=texas&lctg=663c992387a0487edfe0cb11&y=c3b5c87aaf9850dc636dc415508e7e4fa65c92d419e1225f6552c8d31c0da2bc&z=212bf4cf7d97f21d0dfdc8fad07afe8fe2041ecc
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March Chapter Agendas

AUSTIN
www.austinahu.org

http://www.austinahu.org
https://austinahu.org/meetinginfo.php?id=191&ts=1741309039
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SOUTH TEXAS www.nabipsotx.org

www.nabip-etx.orgEAST TEXAS

http://www.nabipsotx.org
http://www.nabip-etx.org
https://nabip-etx.org/event-6059134/Registration
https://nabip-etx.org/event-5836100/Registration
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FORT WORTH www.nabip-fw.org

HOUSTON
www.nabip-htx.org

http://www.nabip-fw.org
http://www.nabip-htx.org
https://givebutter.com/AVfZyY
https://nabip-htx.org/meet-reg1.php?id=221
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DALLAS
www.dahu.org

LONESTAR

www.lonestarahu.org

http://www.dahu.org
http://www.lonestarahu.org
https://givebutter.com/AVfZyY
https://givebutter.com/O6TnLx
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SAN ANTONIO
www.sanantonioahu.org

COASTAL BEND

www.nabipcoastalbendtx.org

http://www.sanantonioahu.org
http://www.nabipcoastalbendtx.org
https://sanantonioahu.org/meetinginfo.php



